OS- oe, 


Somewhat over a year ago 5 Vancouver area activists were arrested and charged 
with a series of obviously political actions including the bombing of the Dunsmuir” 
power substation on Vancouver Island, the Wimmin's Fire Brigade' firebombings of 
a series of 'Red Hot Video' stores specializing in hard core pornography, and the 
bombing of Litton Industries, the producer of guidance devices for Cruise Missles. 


Whether the state finds thes 5 people, Ann Hansen, Julie Belmas, Doug Stewart, 
Brent Taylor, Gerry Hannah (a/k/a Gerry Useless=The Subhumans ) guilty or innocent 
== AND IT IS IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT THEY ARE STILL MAINTAINING THEIR INNOCENCEee 
does not change many of the fundamental issues at hand in these trials. The 5 
are political prisoners and political resistance is on trial 


When 'Direct Action! bombed the Dunsmuir Substation causing almost 6 million tax 
dollars in damages it was the single greatest act of political sabotage in 
Canadian history. The Cheekye=Dunsmuir transmission line was a billion dollar pr 
project meant to xmppky provide power from the mainland to Vancouver Island. 

In the 5 years between '77 when the public lst became aware of the plans and May 
31, '82 when the 'Direct Action’ bomb reduced the substation to a piece of useless 
metal sculpture local people had organized to petition and lobby KB B.C. Hydro 
to prevent this project and the ecological destruction it would entail with no 
succesSe Passive civil disobedience had been treated with the same arrogant 
disregard. The Cheekye-Dunsmuir power line hasixkk should it go into operation 
will mean mass logging on Vancouver Island, logging to supply tumbex raw 
materials to corporations in southern B.C. and the U.S.. This logging would 
entail massive ecological destruction and the death of millions of animals, 

it could mean the eventual logging out of Vancouver Island. 


It is important to note that Cheekye-Dunsmuir is only a small part of a B.C. 
Hydro mega-project that is to include the damming the Iskut, Stikine, and 

Liard Rivers in the far north, additional damming on the Peace River, a coal- 
fired generating plant at Hat Creek, the erection of thousands of kilometers 

of high-voltage transmission lines. needed to connect power sources with markets 
in Southern B.C. and the U.S.. These projects are opposed not only by 
environmentalists, but by local rancherg,: farmers, workers, and native people 
who see these projects as the destruction of their environment’ and way of life 
for the benefit of high finance, 


In this: light the "Direct Action! bombing was not the act of mad bombers, as the 
media would have us believe, nor was it the act of people who have no respect 

for what the powers that be call acteptable avenues of protest. It was the act of 
people who, having seen all else fail, saw no other option but to destroy theiinnx 
Dunsmuir Substation before it destroyed Vancouver Island. Some extracts from 

the 'Direct Action' communique might help to put this in perspective: 


On May 31, we bombed the four 500 kov. transformers at the Dunsmuir 
Substation on Vancouver Island. This substation is part of the 

$1 billion Cheekye-Dunsmuir transmission line project being built 
by BeCe Hydro. This project, if completed, will provide electric- 
ity for a wave of industrial development planned for Vancouver 
Island. We are opposed to any forther industrial development and 
to any expansion of the power grid which will facilitate such 
developmente 


We reject both the ecological destruction and the human oppression 


inherent in the industrial societies of the corporate machine in 
the West and the communist machine in the Rast. In the last Op 


two hundred years industrial civilization has been raping and mutilating 
the earth and exterminating other species at an ever accelerating rate, 
We say this is not right. Jobs, progress, standards of living - nothing 
is sufficient justification for the horrible damage being done. 


HIE 


Canada's historical role has always been that of supplier of cheap 
resources to the industrialized world. As this role becomes more crite 
ical internationally, the development of energy and resource mega= 
projects in Canada has become a government priority, As well as serve 
ing a strategic function within the international capitalist economy, 
the Canadian capitalists see these mega=-projects as a mamxsx means of 
Overcoming the ongoing economic crisis nationally. 


We must make this an insecure and uninhabitable place for capitalists 
and their projects. This is the best contribution we can make towards 
protecting the earth and struggling for a liberated society. 


The second 'Direct Action! action was against Litton Industries in Toronto. 
Litton is, of course, the well known producer of the guidance devices for Cruise 
missles. The Cruise Missle is the most deadly first strike missle ever devel- 
oped. It will allow the U.S. to bomb Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union in 

a matter of minutes. It is a weapon with a strike time that is less than the 
time it would take to check the accuracy of a Soviet computer indication that 
the Eastern bloc was under nuclear attack. During an 18 month period the 

North American Air Defense Command reported 151 false alarms. Soviet computers 
are known to be more primitive then ours. The Cruise Missle brings us to the 


brink of global destruction (that means me and you too!) even if its never 
usedo 


In the 2 year period prior to the 'Direct Action' bombing on kim October Lh, 
1982, Litton Induustries had been the target of many ockkexxanikions 
demonstrations, blockades, and other actions of civil disobedience, In the 
face of protest the Canadian government helped Litton produce the guidance 
texixwxx system with a $23 million donation and a $26 million interest free loan, . 
In this light it should come as no surprise that the Trudeau government has 
accepted the Cruis Missle tests in Canada, 


Literally millions of Canadians oppose the development of the Cruise missle, 
30,000 people marched against the Cruise in Montreal alone, anshorkk on October 
22, and millions throughout the world marched. 39 Montrealers were busted in 
Civil disobedience actions on October 2) & 25, and hundreds were busted across 
North America, 


In the face of Litton's and the government's willingness to ignore what might be 
the largest political protest in Canadian history an armed amkkam attack is not 
an act of mad terrorism, but an expression of the desire to lives 


There isevery reason imaginable to tear down the systems and makers 
of nuclear war: for the survival of all life on Earth, for all peopiek 
people's hopes and visions, for the possibilities of a livable future. 
We dedicate this action to the spirit of the people, which if 
awakened, will overcome the threats to our survival 

THE 


The insanity of nuclear war, and the continuing development of the 
weapons of nuclear war, stands as a horror for all to see» In the 
industrialized world more resources, scientists and engineers are 
engaged in creating the armies and weapons systems for nuclear war 
than for any other single pursuit. Three to ten new bombs are 
added daily to the arsenals of global annihilation and over $300 
billion is spent every day year increasing and upgrading an over= 
kill stockpile of more than 55,000 weapons. In the U.S. , 
Reagan has asked for a 31% increase in the Pentagon's present 
$1.7 trillion five-year budget and has also a new $1.5 wikkxanx 
trillion arms program. Who can doubt that the dictators and 
militarists in the Kremlin are far behind. 


THO 


Canadian economic, foreign and military policy is not committed 

to peace or global justice, rather it is completely immersed with- 
in the genocidal nuclear strategy of the Western Alliance to wage 
nuclear war, if necessary, to maintain the multinational corporate 
economy throughout the world. Through membership in NATO and 
NORAD nuclear military alliances, the Canadian sate is fulfilling 
an active support role in maintaining and developing the nuclear 
fighting capacity of the Western military forces. Primarily, 
Canadian support systems for nuclear war involve communications 
devices which supply targetting information to U.S. nuclear 
weapons systems or detection of incoming attacks; as well as the 
deployment of nuclear missiles at Canadian Forces bases at 
Bagotville, Quebec, at Comax, B.C. and at Chatham, New Brunswick 
The ongoing complicity of the muxksarxskake Canadian state with che 
nuclear warfare strategies was xmafRfixment re-affirmed recently 

by renewed committments to both NATO and NORAD, and by the 
government's support for NATO's nuclear modernization programme. 


Hand in hand with the government's military involvement in the 
nuclear operations of NATO and NORAD, Canadian capitalists are making 
making pa profits from producing sapanenksx components for U.S. 
nuclear weapons systems. Current government policy places no 
restrictions on Canadian indusrial involvement in the building 

of U.S. nuclear weapons. Litton is building the Cruise Missle's 
guidance system, Hawker-Siddeley Canada Ltd. of Toronto is build- 
ing launchers for the Lance Missilés designed to carry the Neutron 
Bomb, Vickers of Montreal is building the hull cylinder torpedo 
tubes for the Polaris, Poseidon and Trident nuclear submarines, 
Heede International of Port Moody, 8.C. built the cranes to load 
nuclear warheads into the Trident subs, and a Canadian plant is 
working on a componentfor the MX nuclear missle system. 


HIE 


The Litton bombers have often been criticized for the 7 injuries caused by 

their bomb. In a second communique they except their part of the responsibility 
and explain the situation as they understand it, It is worth repeating for the 
recordo 


We are very disturbed and saddened that the injuries occurred as a 
result of this action. We have gone over what went wrong time and 
time again. Most significantly, the bomb & exploded 12 minutes too 
early. But neverless, we feel we must strongly criticize the 
Litton security guards for the way in which they "handled" this 
incidente. We know that thei@ were at least 3 security guards in 
the security booth when the van was parked and when the telephone 
warning occurred. We feel it is undeniable that all injury to the 
workers coulc have been avoided if the guards had promptly evacu- 
ated the Litton plant, as they obviously should have. Although we 
had no knowledge of the previous false bomb threats (in fact, we 
oppose the use of fake bomb threats precisely because they do 

cause the authorities to be sceptical of the authenticity of real 
bomb attacks), we put effort into making sure that the authorities 
would quickly understand that this threat was real. It is not as 
if we said that a pipe-bomb was hidden somewhere within the entire - 
Litton complex, so evacuate everything, We informed Litton security ~; 
of where the van and box were, They were both completely visible 
to the guards simply by looking straight out khair through their 
both's window, and the fact that they were there at all obviously 
indicated that something was amiss. We would like to know why the 
two other Litton guards were standing around on the front lawn, in- 
stead of informing workers in the other plants? As well, it is ir- 
responsible of Litton to have never informed the workers of past 
bomb threats, and to not have a loudspeaker system combined with 
evacuation plans so that workers could be quickly moved to safety 
in the event of any danger, be it a bombing or otherwise, 


set 


Finally, "Direct Action' make it clear that they aren't members of the legal 
peace movement, 


Finally, we wish to state that in no way was this bombing the work 
of the Cruise Missle Conversion Project, or any other public peace ¿77 
movement organization k in Toronto, 


The 'Wimmin's Fire Brigade! firebombings of 3 Red Hot Video hard core pornography 
stores on November 22, 1982 is the last of 3 actions with which these 5 people 
are charged. Red Hot Video was the subject of several monthes of protest culmin= 
ating in a week long vigil outside the store. In spite of the fact that Red 

Hot Video was. guilty of violations of the Criminal Code, selling exceptionally 
violent porn, the government refused to intervenes, When they finally did, sub= 


sequent to the bombings, Red Hot Video received only token fines of several 
thousand dollars, 


The'Wimmin's Fire Brigade’ communique is exceptionally short and worth reprinting 
in total. 


We, the Wimmin's Fire Brigade, claim responsibility for the fire- 
bombing of three Red Hot Video outlets in the Lower Mainland of 
BeCe on November 22, 1982, This action is another step towards 
the destruction of a business that promotes and profits from the 
violence against wimmin and children, 


Red Hot Video sells tapes: that show wimmin and children being 
tortured, raped and humiliated, We are not the property of men 
to be used and abused. 


Red Hot Video is part of a multi-billion dollar pornography 
industry that teaches men‘to equate sexuality and violence. 
Although these tapes violate the criminal code of Canada and 
the B.C. guidlines on pornography, all lawful attempts to shut 
down Red Hot Video have failed because, the justice system was 
created, andis controlled, by rich men to protect their profits 
and ‘ ‘prope rt Ve 


As a result, we are left no viable alternative but to change the 
situation ourselves through illegal means, This is an act of 
self-defense against hate propaganda, We will continue to 
defend ourselves] 


The women's movement was quick to support these actions. The B.C. Federation 
of Women (a coalition of 36 groups) released a support statement: 


While we did not participate in the firebombings of November 22 
in the Lower Mainland, we are in agreement with the frustration 
and anger of women who did. 

HHH 


The Regroupement Feministe Contre la Pornagraphie (Feminist Coalition Against 
Pornography), a Montreal group, also supported the action: 


Fire«bombing. shops selling pornographic videotapes might seem 
at first glance an in appropriate way to fight the violence 
against women. But things are not that simple. The violence 
that is used in an attack on private property is qualitative- 
ly different from the violence’ that is used in the videotapes 
aimed at, which glorify the rape, torture, and humiliation of 
women, 
SEH 


It is also important to note that a second 'Wimmin's Fire Brigade' communique 
claimed the innocence of the 5 people charged: 


Once again, we, the Wimmin's Fire Brigade, claim for the 
fircbombing of three Red Hot Video outlets in the early 
hours of Mon. Nov. 22, '82, We are aware the police are 
charging 3 men and ? wimmin; arrested the other week along 
the coast highway, with the anti-pornography actions. 


It is necessary for us to say publicly that there is 
absolutely NO association between any of those five 
individuals they have behind bars now, and the Wimmin's 
Fire Brigade. We would obviously not be the Wimmin's 


Fire Brigade if there were men involved. Every one except the 
police seem to understand such basic logic! It is super-encour- 
aging though, to see the positive response to our actions, by 
both men and wimmine 


HAE 


It is perhaps a sad indication of the state of affairs on the left in Canada 
that the general response to the 'Direct Action! bombings has been at best 
confused and at worst condemning The anti-nuclear and ecological movements 
have done their best to put as much distance between themselves and these 
actions as possible. Other sectionsof the left, including most strains of 
anti-authoritarianism, have not been mueh betters 


One of the most common critiques is that the bombings were violent, and violence 
begets violence. The bombing of Dunsmuir was a nightime attack on an isolated 
power station (the closest person was over a mile away). It was the destruction 
of a piece of property that was to further destroy our already critically dam- 
aged eco-system, cause the death of many thousands of mkharxs members of other 
species, and ultimately speed up the destruction of the entire planet. It was 
not a terrorist act, it was an act of revolutionary self-defense, 


The Litton bombing seems rather straight forward to me. The Cruise missle is the 
highest development of techno-death. This weapon makes the nuclear destruction 
of the world not only possible, but almost unavoidable, Any attack against this 
tool of madmen bent on destroying the entire world if they can't own it all must 
be supported. I don't know about you, but I want to livef 


Another common critique is that such armed groups lack a fundamental connection 
with 'the mass movement'., Given that both 'Direct Action! bombings occurred in 
the context of large, long time, and continuing campaigns of popular sm dis- 
satisfaction, kxstankkxkekiexea and that the communiques indicate a developed 
understanding and atalysis of the situation, I don't believe this argument 
holds vis-a-vis 'Direct Action', although it has been advanced, 


By far the most common criticism of armed action in general and "Direct Action! 
in particular is that such actions serve as a pretext for police actions 

against legal reform oriented groups whose eapacity to function will consequent= 
ly be interfered with, A series of raids in the aftermath of the Litton bombing 
are used to substantiate this argument. The 'Cruise Missle Conversion Project! 
had their office raided on the pretext of dubious allegations of involvement in 
the bombinge As a result of papers containing names, telephone numbers, and 
addresses 15 members received notification of telephone tapse Brian Burch a 
Christian peace activist was also picked up and questioned about his connection 
with the peace movement because his name was found in CMCP files. The ‘Alliance 
for N6én-Violent Action! and Trent University's 'World Emergency’ were also 
raided. Viewed in isolation these raids seem to substantiate the claim that the 
bombings created political oppression for innocent peace activists. However, a 
closer examination shows that these raids are actually part of a larger RCMP and 
government policy of surveillance, intelligence gathering, and intervention 
aimed at the peace movement and other opposition groups active in our society. 
The case of Andrew Moxley is a point in question. On June 30, 1983 Moxley 
admitted that he had been gathering information about the Ottawa peace movement 
anc the Ottawa left in general for over 2 years. He was used to gather inform- 
ation on at least 1 prominent peace activist, Ken Hanncocke NDP MP David Orlikow 
also revealed in the House of Commons that the RCMP were tapping Hancock's phone. 


Women who participated in the Cold Lake Alberta Peace Camp in August have also 
reported being under surveillance. 


None of this is particularily new, nor is it restricted to peace activists. 
Since the early '70s The RCMP has been surveilling legal opposition groups 

and engaging in illegal actions to collect iformation and t to distupt their 
activities. Two seperate commissions, the Keable Commission and the McDonald 
Commission, have examined illegal police activities and their findings are 

a wealth of information. Robert Dion's book ‘Crimes of the Secret Police! mffx 
offers an easy summary, For a thorough and colorful examination of the 

history of police intervention, disruption, and out and out thuggery John 
Sawatsky's book 'The Men In The Shadows! makes an informative read, 


The CMCP, ANVA, and World Emergency raids were certainly not necessary simply 
from an intelligence gathering perspective. The police could have got that in- 
formation (if they didn't already have most. of it) from their informers, wire= 
taps, by planting bugs, etco. They obviosly chose to boot the door down 
screaming 'Direct Action! to alienate the legal peace movement from the 
bombing. Unfortunately it appears to have worked, 


Kaplan's Bill C=9 (the new improved, whiter than white, righter than right ` 
C-157) has sweeping clauses that could be used to subjest = . virtually all 
political opposition to police surveillance, It talks in the broadest 
terms of (1) threat to security, and propaganda favoring such, (2) violence 
or threats of violence in Canada or elsewhere(most Third World support 
committees), (3) subversive activities, (4) threats to government policy 

peace activists? ). These terms are so elastic as to open virtually all acè’: 
tivity of even the most middle of the road reform-oriented organization to sure 
veillance. The Bill has been in the works for years predating "Direct Action', 


C=? will doubtless be first used to pick off the most militant layers of the 
Opposition movements in our society. In that context the trial of the 
‘Vancouver 5' will give the state some important indicators of what kind of 
reaction they can expect to political trials in the future, and the kind of 
Support the '5! get will allow them to determine the strenght of support for 
militant politics in various parts of the country. 


The importance of these dynamics has already become obvious. In the wake of 
the arrests last January the police carried out a seriesof raids against frken 
friends and supporters of the '5', These raids and the blatant surveillance 

to which some people were subjected obviously served 2? purposes. One was to 
gain as much info as poosible on the community of support that existed for kk 
these people. Another was to intimidate and neutralize that support. In spite 
of these tactics support for the '5' continued to grow, and while the police 
have continued surveillance no further arrests have mmunx resulted, 


The Toronto raids doubtless served the same double purposes of information 
gathering and intimidation. The reaction of a geod part of the opposition 
movement, in Toronto was to adopt a hands off approach to the 151 often 
couple d with a strong criticism of 'Direct Action', This atmosphere of 
virtual lack of support for the '5' has allowed the police in Toronto to 
systematically pick off supporters active in Toronto. 


On June 13 the house within which lived the core of the '5' support group was 
raided by over a dozen members of the Litton Investigation Squad. The police 
warrant claimed the grounds for the raid were Seditious Libel (so vague that 


even some sections of the straight media may have violated it by publishing 


extracts from the 'Direct Action! communique), sabotage of Litton, and a fire- 
bombing in Montreal ( a suspicious firebombing of an armory that caused no 

real damage, but got extensive headlines———it was claimed by a group calling 
itself 'Friction Directe', and later reclaimed with some other minor bombings 
by a group calling itself ‘Groupe Action Directe'), During the raid police 
seized typeset material for the forthcoming 'Bulldozer', a prisoner's support 
journal, the mailing list for the same journal, recent letters to "Bull dozer', 
and a large quantity of political leaflets, magazines, and books, The only 
charge laid against Supporters of the '5' as aresult of this raid was a charge 
of possession of mari jauna, but a week later Colleen Crosby who had been living 
in the same house for several monthes was picked up and charged with procuring 
an abortion, procuring instruments for an abortion, and 2 counts of theft. fu 
Colleen was not involved in Support Zax work for the '5' or 'Bulldogert. The 
cops offered to drop charges against Colleen if she told them what she knewo 
Colleen knew nothing and rather than invent evidence she will face trial on the 
above chargess. 


In June Abie Weisfeld was also arrested in Toronto, Ostensibly for welfare 
fraud to the tune of $700. Abie is part of a collective ruming an anarchist 
bookstore called'Focus Books and Art Collective! FAAK X¥4X ‘Focus! is a 
non=profit store run on volunteer labour. The police are using Abie's parti- 
cipation in the bookstore to claim had an income while he was collecting wel- 
fare. On August 9 Abie was questioned by some of the same cops who had raided 
the 'Defense Committee'housej He was asked to testify against the'Vancouver 5° 
and threatened with a conspiracy charge in the Litton bombing» 


On September 27 Margaret Thatcher spoke at the Sheraton Centre in Toronto, 

A demonstration was organized to protest the deployment of the Cruise Missle 
in England and in support of Irish independence, Among the demonstrators was 
Ken Deyarmond who was distributing leaflets about a panel discussion on 
Kaplan's security Bill and information about the 'S', When Thatcher was 
entering the Sheraton Ken was pushed from behind in her direction, beaten 

to the ground by 3 cops, handcuffed and dragged into the security office in 
the basement of the Sheraton where he was further threatende and assaulted, 

He was subsequently charged with (1) Threaten Assault against an Internation- 
ally protected person (Margaret Thatcher). (2) 3 counts of Assault on police 
officers, (3) possession of Marijauna, Ken doesn't smoke pot and no sane pere 
son takes dope to a demonstration. ‘These charges were obviously fabricated 

to prevent Ken from continuing his work against C-157 (now C-9) and in support 
of the '5!, 


This series of attacks on Supporters of the '5' in the Toronto area is an gk 
obvious effort to disrupt their defense work. It was necessary to fabricate 
ridiculous charges such as seditious libel andassault on an internatinal] y 
protected person. Had C=9 already been accepted the police may well not have 
had to engage in the activities which they have, they might simply have used 
any of the sweepin "security" provisions that this Bill will install to attack 
these people. These political arrests have allowed the state to determine 
what kind of reaction they can expect to such attacks against the opposition, 
The isolation that the greater part of the opposition movement has left these 
people in is a threat to us all, 


We are ata Serious and unparalelled point in history, a point where our actions 
have serious consequences not, only for the future of Canada, but for the future 
of the world, The Cruise Missle, Bill C-9, and the trial of the Vancouver 5 
are not a series of disparate events, but Component parts of a very dangerous 
Shift to the right. The decision to manufacture the guidance system for Cruise 
Missles on Canadian soil and to allow the testing here not only makes Canada 


has proceeded anyway creating the most serious tension between the government 
and the general population, in Canadian history, Ina situation where the 
illusion of mass acquiescence is crumbling as it now is in Canada the govern= 
mentcan only protect itself from militant, possibly even armed, attacks by 
granting its armed protective apparatus, the police, Sweeping powers of inter- 
vention against the opposition movements, Bill C-9 Will do this and doubtless 
greatly increase the already frightening attacks against Canadian dissidents, 
In a situation Where the government is no longer maintaining even a facade of 
responsiveness, where in the face of massive Opposition to ecologically de= 
Structive projects sueh as Cheekye=Dunsmuir it continues to fund them to serve 
the interests of indigenous and Us capitalism, where it Supports. inxthexfarrex 
ARRIVE XARA kon and funds, in the face of massive Opposition, the instite. 
utionalization of violence against women (more than 4 our population) via porn- 


are the ultimate acts of popular discontent, 


